
Chrysanthemum Lesson Plan  
Content Stand 

• English Language Arts Standards (Common Core State Standards) 
• Reading: Literature  
• RL. 1.3. Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details. 

 
Learning and Academic Language Targets: 

• What do you want the students to learn and remember about the content and academic language of this lesson, 
weeks, months, even years from now?  This is the very essence of your lesson. 

• TSWBAT describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details through writing and 
drawing to the best of their ability. 

• Academic language targets: Story element terminology—characters, setting, major events, key details.  
• TSWBAT identify story element terminology—characters, setting, major events, and key details through 

writing and drawing them to the best of their ability. 
 
Learning and Academic Language Objective(s): 

• What specific or behavioral objectives are you going to use to attain the learning and academic language targets?   
• Example:  Given (learning activities or teaching strategies), the students will (assessable behaviors) in order to 

demonstrate (connection to standards). 
• TSWBAT (audience) listen to the story Chrysanthemum read aloud, (condition) illustrate and retell in 

writing to the best of their ability (degree or criteria) the beginning, middle and ending of the story 
(behavior) in the provided story frame.  

• Academic language objectives: illustrate, retell, beginning, middle, ending of a story, story frame, sentence, capital 
letter, punctuation, correct. 

• TSWBAT(audience) listen to the story Chrysanthemum read aloud (condition), illustrate and retell in 
writing to the best of their ability (degree or criteria), the beginning, middle, and ending of the story 
(behavior) in the provided story frame. 

 
Assessment of Student Learning: 

• How will you assess student learning before, during and after instruction?  How will students demonstrate their 
understanding?  The formal and informal assessments should connect with the learning targets and vary in 
cognitive complexity (Bloom’s Taxonomy).  What progress checks will you use?  How will you measure the 
learning target to determine if the material has been learned?  Make sure to include your criteria. 

• Formative assessment—Students will illustrate and retell in writing to the best of their ability, the 
beginning, middle and ending of the story in the provided story frame. A rubric will be used to evaluate the 
product and is attached. 
 

Resources and Materials: 
• List resources and materials you will need to have ready. 
• Chrysanthemum book 
• Duplicated sheet of paper with three boxes 
• Rubric 

Vocabulary:  
• List and define in child-friendly terms all important vocabulary used in this lesson and when and how you will 

introduce it. 
• Introduce through discussion and within story reading 

o wilted—drooping or limp, like a flower that needs water 
o pleasant—enjoyable or fun to do 
o dreadful—very sad and unhappy, extremely disagreeable or awful 
o fascinating—attractive, agreeable, interesting, delightful 
o jealous—wanting something that someone else gets and you don’t 

 



Motivational Techniques: 
• This is the springboard into your lesson by focusing the students’ attention on what they will learn.  How will you 

pique students’ interest?  Use past learning, everyday examples, or life skills to anchor the lesson.  How does this 
lesson connect to yesterday’s learning and why are you adding to this learning – where is this all going? 

• We all have different names, (some of us may share the same names). Let’s go around the room and say 
each of our names.  How many of you like your name? Do some people have names that remind you of 
something? What do you think of when I say my dog’s name is Cocoa? 

Opening Statement: 
• Simply states the purpose of the lesson. 
• Today we are going to listen to a story about a little girl’s unusual name and how other children treat her. 

Set: 
• Activates the student’s prior knowledge, upon which you will build your lesson. 
• Can you count the letters in your name? (K) 
• Who has a really short/long name (2-3 vs. 10 letters)? (An) 
• How do you feel when someone teases you or makes fun of you? (C)  

 
Instructional Strategies / Key Learning Activities: 

• List the steps or progression that the lesson will follow.  Identify what you will be doing and the methods you will 
use to support student learning.  Consider the BEST procedure in order to maintain classroom management or 
order.   

• Identify the progression of what learning activities students will be doing. What teaching strategy or strategies are 
you going to employ to ensure students are involved in learning?  How are you going to extend student thinking 
according to the hierarchy of Bloom’s Taxonomy? List your exact spoken language containing at least 8 Bloom’s 
Taxonomy questions during the lesson and / or the closure. 

1. TSWB called to the carpet by tables or rows. 
2.  TSW listen to the story, read in sections and stopping to discuss teaching points. 
3.  TSW discuss the following questions (Instructional Strategy—Questioning): 
• Why did Chrysanthemum think her name was absolutely perfect? (An) [cause/effect] 
• What do you think wilted means? (C) 
• Why did Chrysanthemum feel bad/sad? (C) 
• Why did the author say the same line over and over?  

      “Chrysanthemum wilted. She did not think her name was absolutely perfect. She thought it was      
      absolutely dreadful”? (An) [cause/effect] 
• Why did Chrysanthemum finally believe that her name was perfect, just like her parents said? (C) 

4.  TSWBAT summarize the story by answering the following questions (Learning Activity—    
     Summarizing): 
• How did the students’ teasing make Chrysanthemum feel? (C) 
• What changed her sadness? (K) 
• What would you say to Chrysanthemum if you could? (Ap) 

5.  TSWB given duplicated B-M-E sheets to illustrate and write a sentence about each part of the    
     story. As a review or summary of the story, the following questions will be asked. 

• How did Chrysanthemum feel in the beginning of the story? Why? (C/An) 
• How did she feel at the end of the story? Why? (C/An) 
• What happened in between the beginning and the end? (C/An) 
• How did she feel in the middle of the story? Why? (C/An)  
• Let’s line up in a groups of three (or more). Who is at the beginning, middle, and end of the line? A 

story is like that too, something begins the story and something else ends the story. In the middle, lots 
of different things can happen. 

 
 



Transitions Throughout: 
• List all teacher behaviors and statements or actions that change the focus or location of the lesson. 
• TSW will be called to the carpet by tables. 
• Teacher statements: Let’s stop here and answer a/some/more question(s). 
• When you are handed a story paper, take it back to your seat and using your crayons, draw a picture 

about the beginning of the story in the top box, a picture about the middle of the story in the center box, 
and another picture about how the story ends in the bottom box. Then write a sentence about each picture 
underneath it. 

Closure Activity: 
• How will you ‘close’ the lesson, i.e., wrap up the key points of the lesson.  Look at your learning targets – what 

important points will you want to review before the end of the class period.  How will this be achieved?  Set the 
tone for the next lesson. Some of the required Bloom’s Taxonomy questions may be used here.  

• What did we learn from the story Chrysanthemum?(Ev) 
• How does it feel to tease/bully someone? (S)  
• How does it feel to be teased/bullied?(C) 
• How should we talk to/treat our classmates? (C) 

 
Homework  / Home Participation (when appropriate): 

• Optional 
• N/A 

 
Classroom Management: 

• State the techniques deemed necessary to encourage and maintain a positive learning environment for each 
particular lesson. 

• Students will be reminded of appropriate behavior at carpet time, i.e., asked to tiptoe to group and back to 
seats, raise hands before speaking, keep hands in their own laps, etc. and to be good listeners. 

• They will be reminded of consequences for misbehavior—one warning before being sent back to their 
seats. 
 

Diversity Considerations:   
• How will you support diverse learning needs to ensure student learning? 
• As gleaned from your Contextual Factors assignment, list at least three different types of diversity 

modifications or accommodations such as: learning styles (Visual, Auditory, and Tactile / Kinesthetic), ability 
(both high and low), and a choice of ELL or ESL, behavior considerations, or IEP adaptations needed by individual 
students. 

• Visual learners will be able to view the book and illustrations, auditory learners will hear the story being 
read aloud, and tactile-kinesthetic learners will benefit from lining up in groups of three or more, 
demonstrating beginning, middle, and end and also drawing and writing their responses. 

• The student with the IEP will be accompanied by his aide for both the reading of the story and 
assessment. 

• Advanced learners will be asked to write more than one sentence, beginning with capital letters and 
ending with periods.  

• Below grade level students will be asked to write a sentence to the best of their ability.  
• The student with a behavior problem will be seated right in front of the teacher and asked to help hold the 

book. 
 

Real World Connections: 
• State how this lesson relates to other subjects, content, or life inside or outside of the classroom. 
• Everyone gets teased at some point in their lives, and all children need to learn how to respond or ignore 

and find affirmation or support from others. Students who do the teasing need to realize that it is unkind 
and hurtful, and learn how to speak to others in a supportive manner. The concept of bullying/teasing will 
be further discussed in subsequent lessons. 



 
Teacher Information: 

• State the actual information you researched and found for your background knowledge for this lesson. After each 
statement or paragraph, list the resource number in parentheses (1, 2, or 3, etc.) from the references listed below. 
Stating that you should “know about” certain topics is not acceptable and will lose credit.  

• I looked up material from the anti-defamation league (ADL Curriculum Connections) about anti-bias lesson 
plans using children’s literature to address bullying by increasing empathy and helping children cope with 
bullying. Bullying is present at all age levels and needs to be addressed whenever it occurs to protect 
children. Children need to be taught how to respond and how to feel safe. (1) 
 

• I also read Read About Best Practices in Understanding Read Alouds from Benchmark Education I learned 
that good read alouds are one or two levels above students’ grade level. The value of read alouds include: 
demonstrate reading for a purpose; provide an adult demonstration of phrased, fluent reading; develop a 
sense of story; increase vocabulary; make complex ideas available to students; and more. It includes four 
components of comprehension: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. (2) 
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