
Books Suggestions:  ( * Found in the WTD Library) 

• Good Thing You’re Not an Octopus –J.Markes 
 Follow one little boy through his day as he playfully considers how mealtime, bath time, nap time, and 

many other activities would be different if he was a bird, a tiger a shark, or any number of baby 

animals. At the end of the day, he realizes that the best thing to be is himself! 

• Higher! Higher!  -L. Patricelli (small moment) 
 The sky s no limit in this picture book about a child on a swing and the wonders of the imagination. 

One child. One swing. An obliging dad. … 
• Incredible Me!  * –K. Appelt  

A girl celebrates her own individuality, from her freckles to her wiggles. 
• Yummy –L. Cousins (fairy tales) 

 Beware these fairy tales are not for the faint of heart! Maisy creator Lucy Cousins shifts gears to retell 

her favorites with vivid, rousing illustrations. 

• Paddle-to-the-Sea – Holling Clancy Holling(3-5) (SS –about the USA)  
A young Indian boy carves a little canoe with a figure inside and names him Paddle-to-the-Sea. 

Paddle's journey, in text and pictures, through the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean provides an 

excellent geographic and historical picture of the region. 

• Hey World, Here I Am *  – J. Little (4/5)  
A collection of poems and brief vignettes from the perspective of a girl named Kate Bloomfield, 

reflecting her views on friendship, school, family life, and the world. 
• Like Me and You – Raffi (community/SS)  

An illustrated version of Raffi's song about children all over the world, who are much like one another 

despite living in different countries. 
• Where Are You Going Manyoni? – C. Stock (SS)  

A child living near the Limpopo River in Zimbabwe encounters several wild animals on her way to 

school. 
• Weird Parents – A. Wood (compare/contrast)  

A young boy comes to accept his parents' unusual behavior which includes packing surprises in his 

lunch box and greeting strangers they meet on the street. 

• Almost – R. Torrery  
Meet Jack. He's almost six years old. And that's almost grown up. After all, he can almost ride a big 

bike just like his older brother. And he almost never gets scared. 
 

 



• Martha Doesn’t Say Sorry –S. Berger 

 Adorably clad in her pink dress and matching headband, Martha is ready to do just about anything-

except say those three little words: I am sorry. But when this sweet but stubborn otter learns that 

niceties like cookies, piggyback rides, and hugs are for people who apologize our mischievous heroine 

learns the ultimately rewarding feeling that comes with saying she's sorry. 

• Old Black Fly – J. Aylesworth (rhyming/ABC sequence) 
• Toot and Puddle: Puddle’s ABC – H.Hobbie 

 Puddle teaches his friend Otto the letters of the alphabet so that Otto can write his name. 
• Officer Buckle and Gloria  * – P.Rathmann (rules) 

 None of the children listen when Officer Buckle gives his talk about safety tips. But when Gloria the 

police dog accompanies Officer Buckle, his speech is suddenly in huge demand. 
• On the Night You Were Born *  – Tillman  

A beautiful and poignant celebration of the birth and worth of every child. 

• The Cat at Night –D. Ipcar  
Where does the cat go once everyone is asleep? 

• Black Lagoon series *  – M. Thaler (grade 2/3) 
• The New Girl…and Me – J. Robbins (K-2) 

 On her first day of school, who will be her friend? Raise your hand if it's you. You'll meet someone — 

and something — surprising. 

• What Do Teachers Do (after You Leave School)? – A, Bowen (K-3)  
After the students leave for the day, the teachers at this school are naughty and noisy and break all the 

rules: dancing in the gym, roller-skating in the halls, stealing leftovers from the cafeteria, and writing 

on walls. An enormous food fight results in a chaotic, messy time; when the teachers break into the 

chem lab, they create their own slime! 
• How-to-Be –L. Brown (Pre-K)  

.This is a book about how to be a Bear Monkey Turtle Snake Spider Dog. This is a book about how to 

be a Person. 
• Regarding the Bathrooms –K. Klise (3-5)  

Readers will learn history and Latin in a fun format very different from traditional prose narrative 

fiction. Letters, e-mails, postcards, and memos written among the characters tell the story .Their story 

gives readers another great and funny adventure tale in the style of the Captain Underpants series but 

for slightly older readers, dealing with a new crime plot in Geyser Creek. 
 

 



• Mom and Dad Are Palindromes –M. Shulman/A. McCauley (1-5) 

 Bob has a problem. He's a palindrome. In fact, once he learns what a palindrome is, he starts finding 

palindromes everywhere his little sis, Nan; his pup, Otto; even his Mom. 
• Max’s Words –K. Banks (K-3) word wall  

Max’s brothers have grand collections that everyone makes a big fuss over. Benjamin collects stamps 

and Karl collects coins, and neither one will share with their little brother. So Max decides to start a 

collection of his own. He’s going to collect words. 
• Eats, Shoots& Leaves: Why, Commas Really do Make a Difference! * - L. Truss 

(K-3) grammar 

• First Grade Stinks! –M.Rodman 
• The Somebodies – N.E. Bode (4/5)  

There is a city beneath New York City, one made by and for Anybodies. There you can find Bing 

Chubb's Ballpark, Willy Fattler's ever–changing Underground Hotel, and a castle whose spire sticks up 

into the dirt–filled sky...dangerously close to the rear ends of unsuspecting picnic–goers in Central 

Park. 
• Fairest –G. Carson Levine (3-5)  

A spellbinding tale of adventure, romance, and song by a hugely popular author 

• Hug! J. Alborough  
Bobo the chimp seeks hugs among various jungle animals and their young, but he does not get what he 

wants until he is reunited with his own parent. 

• Wilson Sat Alone – D. Hess (K-2)  

A little boy always does everything alone and never with his classmates until a new girl comes to 

school. 

• Busy Bea – N Poydar  (K-2) 
 Bea is too busy to keep track of her own belongings but she always knows just where things are for her 

grandmother. 

• I Don’t Want to Go Back to School –M. Russo (K-3) 
Despite his older sister's dire warnings of all the terrible things that could go wrong on his first day in 

the second grade, Ben has a wonderful time.  

• Some Days, Other Days – P.J. Petersen (K-2) 
 Jimmy is reluctant to get out of bed, because some days at home and at school are good days but some 

are bad days. 

 

 



• Regina’s Big Mistake – M. Moss (K-3) 

When asked to draw a rain forest during art class, Regina is afraid of trying and failing, a feeling 

recognizable to all school-aged children. 
• Never Ride Your Elephant to School – D. Johnson (Pre-K-3) 

It's not that the elephant is such a troublesome or unruly one, it's just that his natural exuberance 

combined with his rather distinctive size pose some very particular problems. 

• Natalie Spitzer’s Turtles – G. Willner-Pardo (K-3) 
When Jess thinks she is losing her friend Molly to the new girl in their second-grade class, she gets 

interested in Natalie Spitzer and her pet turtles. 

• Lunch Money and Other Poems About School *  –C. Shields (2-4) 
A collection of twenty-three humorous poems about school including such titles as "Math my Way," 

"Clockwatching," and "School Daze Rap." 

• Alphabet Mystery  * - A. Wood (K-3) 

Little x is missing from Charley's Alphabet, and the other lowercase letters go off to solve the mystery 

of his disappearance, learning in the end how valuable a little x can be. 

• Scaredy Squirrel –M. Watt (1-3)  
The first book in the Scaredy Squirrel series is a comical story of an endearing squirrel who learns 

what can happen when he’s brave enough to take a risk. 
 
 
 


